D

ear St. Stephen Community,

What a year 2020 has been! And now here we
are, well into our school year. We are excited and
blessed to have our young learners back in the
classroom — whether in person or online.
At St. Stephen School, we consider a strong
Catholic education to be critical to our mission
of spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.
That’s why this year’s Monsignor Alt Annual Fund
is so important. Your generous giving helps us
keep our tuition costs low, so that all can afford
to educate their children in a faith-centered
environment. This is especially critical in these
times of economic difficulty. Only by working
together — teachers, parents, administration,
staff, members of the community — can we
ensure that the great gift of Catholic education
will be available to all who seek it.
I ask that you and your family review the contents
of this brochure and prayerfully consider how you
can help us to fulfill our mission. Your generosity
will help ensure that the next generation of
learners receives the quality, faith-based
education that they can only get at St. Stephen
School. Thank you for consideration.
Let us pray that our hearts will always be focused
on Christ, the Teacher.
In Christ’s name,

Cindy Thomas
Principal

Philosophy of
Education

FAQs
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• Instill a love and knowledge of the Catholic faith.
• Integrate instruction with Catholic values.

What are the class sizes?
St. Stephen Catholic School has a student to teacher
ratio of 9:1. This allows all students to receive an
individualized education.
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Does my child have to be Catholic to attend
St. Stephen Catholic School?
No, currently our student population is made up of
33% of non-Catholic students. We encourage families
of all faiths to attend our school.
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When is sacramental preparation?
The sacraments of first reconciliation and first Holy
Communion are in second grade. The sacrament of
confirmation is in eighth grade.

• Forms students prepared to become productive, virtuous
citizens and church leaders who will fashion a more
humane and just world.
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• Fosters a culture of academic excellence through critical
thinking skills, innovative and rigorous curriculum
standards, a global perspective and an emphasis on
community and service.

Do you provide financial aid?
Yes! There is an application process to determine
tuitions assistance awarded by St. Stephen and the
Diocese of Grand Rapids.
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What kind of extracurricular activities do you
offer?
We offer Boys and Girls Basketball, Cross Country,
Volleyball, Cheerleading, Baseball, Softball, Football,
Cub Scouts.
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What kind of technology does your school offer?
Our teachers have plenty of technological resources
at their disposal for their classroom lessons. We are
still a traditional school when it comes to curriculum,
but we do offer a one to one device ratio in each
classroom to assist with integrating technology into
their curriculum.

• Lead students and families to active participation in their
parish communities.
• Provide opportunities for worship, service and prayer.
• Support a safe and nurturing environment where
students encounter Jesus Christ.
• Make Catholic education accessible to all who desire it.
• Promotes life-long learning and advances the
development of the whole person to the fullest extent.
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Making a Difference!
Vision Statement of St. Stephen Catholic
School: Be a Catholic school recognized for
its faith formation, academic excellence and
commitment to diversity
Mission Statement of St. Stephen Catholic
School: Jesus Christ is the heart of St. Stephen
Catholic School which welcomes and includes
students of diverse backgrounds and needs. By
our words, actions, and attitudes, we educate
students to be active in their Catholic faith,
thirsty for knowledge, and engaged in service.

Each year our students collect various food items and necessities for families
in our community during the holiday season. They help with collecting the
items and putting together the boxes that will be delivered. Through their
generous donations and time, they are able to help 15-20 families have
a family dinner and receive basic essentials.
Our school community collected boots and coats for those in need during the
winter season. We were able to collect coats, boots, hats, scarves and gloves. The
donations made a positive impact on so many including a family of ten!
Giving of their time and treasures are second nature to our students that they may or may
not realize their actions make a positive impact to so many.

And now it’s your turn, your generosity can make a difference in the lives of the children at
St. Stephen Catholic School. On January 30 and 31, 2021 we will have a special weekend of
giving. We are encouraging all families to share your support for our school on (or before) this
weekend. We are asking all families to participate in any way possible.
First, pray with and for us. Next, learn more about our great school and share something
positive with someone you know. Finally, participate – we are encouraging everyone to
make a commitment to prayer and, those that are able, to financially support our
school. You can mail in your gift, drop it off at the office, use the enclosed
envelope and drop in this week’s offertory, or give online by going to our website:
www.ststephenschoolgr.com. If you have any questions about our programs, please
contact the school office.
You can give now at www.ststephenschoolgr.com to support
our school.

Our family had a long winding path to finding a “best fit”
in a Church, and found the fit within the Catholic Church.
St. Stephen Catholic Church is within walking distance
from our home, and we felt that becoming a part of not
only the Church here but also the school would be the
best fit for our family. We love that St. Stephen School
is small enough to get high quality education, but big
enough to offer activities such as sports and band. We
have enjoyed getting to know the teachers and staff, and
appreciate each and every one of them!
~Proud St. Stephen School parent
We knew we were in a good school when we had a
child struggling with math and the teacher’s response
wasn’t that our child needed to work harder, but rather
that they as a teacher just needed to figure out the best
way to teach our child. That attitude towards educating
our kids was a game changer for them- and our college
student, high schooler, and eighth graders are all thriving
academically because of it!!
~Proud St. Stephen School parent
We love that St. Stephen embraces ethnic diversity, and
are inclusive towards children who are not Catholic.
They teach students to respect each other! It has been a
wonderful experience for the past 18 years. We love the
staff and the way they care about families both inside
and outside of the school!
~Proud St. Stephen School parent

